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TOP SECRET 
IAC-M-ia ' 

23 January 1931 


INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY. COMMITTEE 


Minutes of Meeting held in Director’s 
Conference Room, Administration "DuxlSIng 
Central Intelligence Agency, on 23 January 1931 

Director of Central Intelligence 
Lieutenant General Walter Bedell Smith 
Presiding 


MEMBERS PRESENT 

Mr. Fisher Howe, Acting for Special Assistant, Intelligence, 
Department of State 

Major General R. J. Canine, acting for Assistant Chief of 
Staff, G-2, Department of the Army 
Rear Admiral Felix L. Johnson, Director of Naval Intelligence 
Major General Charles P. Cabell, Director of Intelligence, 
Headquarters, United States Air Force 
Dr. Walter F. Colby, Director of Intelligence, Atomic 
Energy Commission 

Brigadier General Vernon E. Megee, USMC, Deputy Director 
for Intelligence, The Joint Staff 
Mr. Victor P. Keay, acting for Assistant to the Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

ALSO PRESENT 


Mr. William H. Jackson, Central Intelligence Agency 
Dr. William L. Lan ger. Central Intelligence Agency 
1 Cen tral Intelligence Agency 

Central Intelligence Agency 


Central Intelligence Agency 
Mr. Charles C. Stelle, Department of State 
Mr. Mose L. Harvey, Department of State 
Brigadier General John Yfeckerling, Department of the Army 
Colonel Hamilton H. Howze, Department of the Army 
Mr, Yaro J. Skalnik, Department of the Army 
Captain Ray Malpass, USN, Department of the Navy 
Mr. L. P. H. Healey, Department of the Navy 
Colonel Edward H, Porter, Department of the Air Force 
Lieut. Colonel J. C. Marchant, Department of the Air Force 
Captain R. G. McCool, USN, The Joint Staff 
Mr. C. D. DeLoach, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Secretary 
Mr. James Q. Reber 
Central Intelligence Agency 
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Approval of Minutes 

1. Action: The minutes of the meeting of 22 January 19_5l 
(IAC-M-l?) were approved subject to deleting in Paragraph 2 the 
statement that CIA would forward a letter to the JCS regarding 
coordination of planning and intelligence on NIE-13. It was 
understood that General Smith had already discussed the matter 
with General Bradley and would try to work out with him a stan- 
dard operating procedure for coordination with the JCS planners 
in future similar cases. It was also understood that General 
Megee would undertake on an ad hoc basis to get the cooperation 
of the military planning officers on the draft NIE-13. 

2. Discussion : General Smith mentioned the marginal area 
between policy and intelligence and explained that the questions 
asked by the President and others do not always fall clearly on one 
side or the other. He pointed out that there are many factors 
involved in assessing the adequacy of European defense which are 
beyond intelligence and emphasized the need for a combined 
intelligence-operation estimate. 


Prospects for Communist Attack on Taiwan 

3. Action: It was agreed that an estimate should be written 
on this subject even though we have no indications that such an 
attack is likely before April or May. It was understood that the 
subject should be expanded to cover the vulnerability of Taiwan 
and the advantages the Chinese Communists would derive from such 
an attack. 

Soviet Course of Action with 
Respect to Germany (NIE-lpJ 

i H 

U. Action: It was agreed that CIA would redraft paragraph 8 
using the "Air Force proposal as a guide, make such other changes 
as are necessary, and send the new draft to the various members far 
approval. 

5. Discussion: The principal discussion centered around the 
statement in paragraph 8, that the Kremlin would be "more likely" to 
resort to military action than to accept the rearmament of Western 
Germany. Some of the members felt that although resort to military 
action was a possibility, it was less, rather than more, likely. 
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This view rested in part on the appraisal that the Soviet grand 
strategy lay in expansion of their political power in Asia and in 
their fundamental assumption of the inevitability of capitalist 
collapse in time. There was a concensus that if the Soviets 
considered the rearmament of Western Germany in conjunction with 
a strong Western European coallition to be a threat to the security 
of the Soviet orbit, it was virtually certain they would resort to 
military action at such time and place as appeared most advantageous 
to them. If, however, the Kremlin considered such a rearmament pf 
Western Germany to be merely a check on their European ambitions, 
the majority felt they would not resort to military action. There 
was some difference of opinion as to the likelihood that the Soviets 
would accept Western rearmament even if they considered it only a 
check on their European ambitions. There was also some feeling 
that the Russians would not differentiate (at least in this case) 
between a threat to their security and a check on their European 
ambitions, but would consider such a Western resurgence ipso facto 
a threat to the Soviet orbit. This view rested in part on the 
appraisal that the Soviets would have as major considerations the 
memory of past invasions, thpir own recognition of their imperfect 
control of the Satellites and their construing of Western resurgence 
as aggressive in intent. 


TOP SECRET 

lAC-M-ld 

25 January 1951 

Approved For Release*2(ft)4/03/26 : CIA-RDP82-00400R0001 00020006-8 



SIGNATURE RECORD AND COYER SHEET 


DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION 


CIA CONTROL NO. 

36132 



ATTENTION: This form will be attached to each Top Secret document received by the Central Intelligence Agency or classified Top Secret 
within the CIA and will remain attached to the document until such time as it is downgraded, destroyed, or transmitted outside of 
CIA. Access to Top Secret material is limited to those individuals whose official duties relate to the material. Each alternate or assist- 
ant Top Secret Control Officer who receives and/or releases the attached Top Secret material will sign this form and indicate period of 
custody in the left-hand columns provided. The name of each individual who has seen the Top Secret document and the date of han- 
dling should be indicated in the right-hand columns. 


REFERRED TO 



DATE TIME 


NAME AND OFFICE SYMBOL 





NOTICE OF DETACHMENT: When this form is detached from Top Secret material it shall be completed in the appropriate spaces below and 
transmitted to Central Top Secret Control for record. 

THE TOP SECRET MATERIAL DETACHED FROM THIS FORM WAS: BY (Signature) 

DOWNGRADED □ 

DESTROYED QT 

DISPATCHED (OUTSIDE CIA) TO OFrlCE | DATE 


i IITlTlWlTlTlTlfi:! 


FORM NO, O Q IO 

MAR mi OO-IO 


TOP SECRET 

























